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In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	There	are	many	types	of	rural	settlements.	Using	as	classification	criteria	the	shape,	internal	structure,	and	streets	texture,	settlements	can	be	classified	into	two	broad	categories:	clustered	and	dispersed.	12.2.1
Clustered	Rural	Settlements	A	clustered	rural	settlement	is	a	rural	settlement	where	a	number	of	families	live	in	close	proximity	to	each	other,	with	fields	surrounding	the	collection	of	houses	and	farm	buildings.	The	layout	of	this	type	of	village	reflects	historical	circumstances,	the	nature	of	the	land,	economic	conditions,	and	local	cultural
characteristics.	The	rural	settlement	patterns	range	from	compact	to	linear,	to	circular,	and	grid.	Compact	Rural	Settlements	This	model	has	a	center	where	several	public	buildings	are	located	such	as	the	community	hall,	bank,	commercial	complex,	school,	and	church.	This	center	is	surrounded	by	houses	and	farmland.	Small	garden	plots	are	located
in	the	first	ring	surrounding	the	houses,	continued	with	large	cultivated	land	areas,	pastures,	and	woodlands	in	successive	rings.	The	compact	villages	are	located	either	in	the	plain	areas	with	important	water	resources	or	in	some	hilly	and	mountainous	depressions.	In	some	cases,	the	compact	villages	are	designed	to	conserve	land	for	farming,
standing	in	sharp	contrast	to	the	often	isolated	farms	of	the	American	Great	Plains	or	Australia	(Figure	12.1).	Figure	12.1	|	A	Compact	Village	in	India	Author	|	User	“Parthan”	Source	|	Wikimedia	Commons	License	|	CC	BY	SA	2.0	Linear	Rural	Settlements	The	linear	form	is	comprised	of	buildings	along	a	road,	river,	dike,	or	seacoast.	Excluding	the
mountainous	zones,	the	agricultural	land	is	extended	behind	the	buildings.	The	river	can	supply	the	people	with	a	water	source	and	the	availability	to	travel	and	communicate.	Roads	were	constructed	in	parallel	to	the	river	for	access	to	inland	farms.	In	this	way,	a	new	linear	settlement	can	emerge	along	each	road,	parallel	to	the	original	riverfront
settlement	(Figure	12.2).	Figure	12.2	|	Linear	Village	of	Outlane	Author	|	Mark	Mercer	Source	|	Wikimedia	Commons	License	|	CC	BY	SA	2.0	Circular	Rural	Settlements	This	form	consists	of	a	central	open	space	surrounded	by	structures.	Such	settlements	are	variously	referred	to	as	a	Rundling,	Runddorf,	Rundlingsdorf,	Rundplatzdorf	or	Platzdorf
(Germany),	Circulades	and	Bastides	(France),	or	Kraal	(Africa).	There	are	no	contemporary	historical	records	of	the	founding	of	these	circular	villages,	but	a	consensus	has	arisen	in	recent	decades.	The	current	leading	theory	is	that	Rundlinge	were	developed	at	more	or	less	the	same	time	in	the	12th	century,	to	a	model	developed	by	the	Germanic
nobility	as	suitable	for	small	groups	of	mainly	Slavic	farm-settlers.	Also,	in	the	medieval	times,	villages	in	the	Languedoc,	France,	were	often	situated	on	hilltops	and	built	in	a	circular	fashion	for	defensive	purpose	(Figures	12.3	and	12.4).	Although	far	from	the	German	territory,	Romania	has	a	unique,	circular	German	village.	Located	southwestern
Romania,	Charlottenburg	is	the	only	round	village	in	the	country.	The	village	was	established	around	1770	by	Swabians	who	came	to	the	region	as	part	of	the	second	wave	of	German	colonization.	In	the	middle	of	the	village	is	a	covered	well	surrounded	by	a	perfect	circle	of	mulberry	trees	behind	which	are	houses	with	stables,	barns,	and	their
gardens	in	the	external	ring.	Due	to	its	uniqueness,	the	beautiful	village	plan	from	the	baroque	era	has	been	preserved	as	a	historical	monument	(Figure	12.5).	Figure	12.3	|	Bastide	in	France	Author	|	User	“Chensiyuan”	Source	|	Wikimedia	Commons	License	|	CC	BY	SA	4.0	Figure	12.4	|	Kraal	–	A	circular	village	in	Africa	Author	|	User	“Hp.Baumeler”
Source	|	Wikimedia	Commons	License	|	CC	BY	SA	4.0	Figure	12.5	|	Charlottenburg,	Romania	Author	|	German	Wikipedia	user	“Eddiebw”	Source	|	Wikimedia	Commons	License	|	CC	BY	SA	3.0	12.2.2	Dispersed	Rural	Settlements	Dispersed	Rural	Settlements	A	dispersed	settlement	is	one	of	the	main	types	of	settlement	patterns	used	to	classify	rural
settlements.	Typically,	in	stark	contrast	to	a	nucleated	settlement,	dispersed	settlements	range	from	a	scattered	to	an	isolated	pattern	(Figure	12.6).	In	addition	to	Western	Europe,	dispersed	patterns	of	settlements	are	found	in	many	other	world	regions,	including	North	America.	Figure	12.6	|	Settlement	Patterns2	Author	|	Corey	Parson	Source	|
Original	Work	License	|	CC	BY	SA	4.0	Scattered	Rural	Settlements	A	scattered	dispersed	type	of	rural	settlement	is	generally	found	in	a	variety	of	landforms,	such	as	the	foothill,	tableland,	and	upland	regions.	Yet,	the	proper	scattered	village	is	found	at	the	highest	elevations	and	reflects	the	rugged	terrain	and	pastoral	economic	life.	The	population
maintains	many	traditional	features	in	architecture,	dress,	and	social	customs,	and	the	old	market	centers	are	still	important.	Small	plots	and	dwellings	are	carved	out	of	the	forests	and	on	the	upland	pastures	wherever	physical	conditions	permit.	Mining,	livestock	raising,	and	agriculture	are	the	main	economic	activities,	the	latter	characterized	by
terrace	cultivation	on	the	mountain	slopes.	The	sub-mountain	regions,	with	hills	and	valleys	covered	by	plowed	fields,	vineyards,	orchards,	and	pastures,	typically	have	this	type	of	settlement.	Isolated	Rural	Settlements	This	form	consists	of	separate	farmsteads	scattered	throughout	the	area	in	which	farmers	live	on	individual	farms	isolated	from
neighbors	rather	than	alongside	other	farmers	in	settlements.	The	isolated	settlement	pattern	is	dominant	in	rural	areas	of	the	United	States,	but	it	is	also	an	important	characteristic	for	Canada,	Australia,	Europe,	and	other	regions.	In	the	United	States,	the	dispersed	settlement	pattern	was	developed	first	in	the	Middle	Atlantic	colonies	as	a	result	of
the	individual	immigrants’	arrivals.	As	people	started	to	move	westward,	where	land	was	plentiful,	the	isolated	type	of	settlements	became	dominant	in	the	American	Midwest.	These	farms	are	located	in	the	large	plains	and	plateaus	agricultural	areas,	but	some	isolated	farms,	including	hamlets,	can	also	be	found	in	different	mountainous	areas
(Figures	12.7	and	12.8).	Figure	12.7	|	Isolated	Horse	Farm	Author	|	Randy	Fath	Source	|	Unsplash	License	|	CC	0	Figure	12.8	|	Undredal,	Norway	Author	|	Micha	L.	Rieser	Source	|	Wikimedia	Commons	License	|	©	Micha	L.	Rieser.	Used	with	permission.	A	nucleated	village,	or	clustered	settlement,	is	one	of	the	main	types	of	settlement	pattern.	It	is
one	of	the	terms	used	by	geographers	and	landscape	historians	to	classify	settlements.[1]	It	is	most	accurate	with	regard	to	planned	settlements:	its	concept	is	one	in	which	the	houses,	even	most	farmhouses	within	the	entire	associated	area	of	land,	such	as	a	parish,	cluster	around	a	central	church,	which	is	close	to	the	village	green.	Other	focal
points	can	be	substituted	depending	on	cultures	and	location,	such	as	a	commercial	square,	circus,	crescent,	a	railway	station,	park	or	a	sports	stadium.	A	clustered	settlement	contrasts	with	these:	dispersed	settlement	linear	settlement	polyfocal	settlement,	two	(or	more)	adjacent	nucleated	villages	that	have	expanded	and	merged	to	form	a	cohesive
overall	community	A	sub-category	of	clustered	settlement	is	a	planned	village	or	community,	deliberately	established	by	landowners	or	the	stated	and	enforced	planning	policy	of	local	authorities	and	central	governments.	England	One	example	of	a	nucleated	village	in	England	is	Shapwick,	Somerset.[a]	Many	nucleated	villages	originated	in	Anglo-
Saxon	England,	but	historian	W.	G.	Hoskins	discredits	a	previously	held	view	that	uniquely	associated	nucleated	villages	with	that	influx	to	England	and	their	emergent	society.[2]	In	England,	nucleated	settlements	prevail	for	example	in	central	parts	of	the	country	away	from	the	rockiest	soil	and	steepest	slopes	where	open	field	farming
predominated.[3]	In	this	landscape,	the	village	was	typically	surrounded	by	two	(or	three)	large	fields	in	which	villagers	had	individual	strips	–	see	open	field	system.	Various	explanations	have	been	offered	as	to	the	reason	for	this	form	of	settlement	including	the	ethnic	origin	of	the	Anglo-Saxon	settlers,	density	of	population	and	the	influence	of	local
lords	of	the	manor.	Tom	Williamson[b]	theorised	in	2004	that	the	best	explanation	is	the	combination	of	soil	quality	and	climate	which	leads	to	differences	in	agricultural	techniques	for	exploiting	local	conditions.[4]	Planned	settlements	can	be	clearly	distinguished	from	other	communities	in	the	late	medieval	period	when	landowners	began	to	en
masse	allocate	two	rows	of	new	houses	set	on	equal-sized	plots	of	land	-	burgage	plots.	At	the	opposite	end	of	the	burgage	plot	there	is	often	a	back	lane	which	gives	the	original	village	a	regular	layout,	right-angled	development,	which	can	often	still	be	seen	today	in	England.	Planned	villages	were	usually	associated	with	markets,	from	which	the
landowner	expected	to	make	profits.	Central	Europe	In	central	Europe,	nucleated	villages	have	also	emerged	from	smaller	settlements	and	many	farmsteads	(equivalent	to	many	hamlets)	also	grew	into	societal	communities	with	growth	in	population.	These	villages	generally	have	an	irregular	shape	but	are	roughly	circular	around	a	central	place
and/or	church	as	their	epicenter.	The	central	place	is	usually	a	lake	or	somewhere	easy	to	defend.	Further	reading	Daniel	R.	Curtis,	'The	emergence	of	concentrated	villages	in	medieval	Western	Europe:	Explanatory	frameworks	in	the	historiography'	Notes	and	references	Notes	^	This	has	been	extensively	investigated	by	Mick	Aston	^	University	of
East	Anglia	References	^	Muir,	Richard.	The	NEW	Reading	the	Landscape.	University	of	Exeter	Press.	^	Hoskins,	WG.	The	Making	of	the	English	Landscape.	^	Roberts;	Rathmell.	An	Atlas	of	Rural	Settlement	in	England.	English	Heritage.	^	Williamson,	Tom	(2004).	Shaping	Medieval	Landscapes.	Windgather	Press.	Retrieved	from	"
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